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INDICATIVE    QUESTIONS  WITH  ,x^  AND  'apa  m-?.' 

The  first  half  of  section  1603  of  Goodwin's  grammar  reads  as 
follows :  "  The  principal  direct  interrogative  particles  are  apa 
and  (chiefly  poetic)  ^.  These  imply  nothing  as  to  the  answer 
expected;  but  apa  oi  implies  an  affirmative  answer  and  apa  pi)  a 
negative  answer."  The  form  of  these  statements  leads  one  to 
believe  that  apa  pi]  is  a  common  prose  construction,  and,  conse- 
quently, that  the  number  of  examples  of  apa  prj  in  classical 
prose  exceeds  the  number  of  7's,  whereas  just  the  reverse  is  true. 
In  section  1015  of  Hadley-Allen  the  sentence  apa  prj  dia^dWeadai 
8o|eir;  is  cited  withouta  hint  as  to  the  extent  of  the  use  of  apa  prj  either 
in  prose  or  poetry.  Kiihner,  587,  11,  speaks  only  of  prj  and  has 
only  three  words  on  this:  "erst  seit  Aeschylus,"  though  to  be 
sure,  in  587,  14,  he  says  that  apa  occurs  "erst  in  der  nachhome- 
rischen  Sprache."  All  other  grammars,  both  German  and  English, 
are  as  silent  on  this  subject  as  Kiihner.  The  lexicons  either 
furnish  little  information  or  are  misleading.  (Cf.  Amer.  Journ.  of 
Philol.  Ill,  515  and  XIX,  233.)  Commentaries  show  as  little 
sense  of  proportion  in  respect  to  the  usage  of  these  interrog- 
ative particles  as  the  grammarians. 

Dyer  on  Apology  25  A  remarks  that  "  questions  with  /xij  take  a 
neg.  answer  for  granted,"  and  on  Crito  44  E  "  apa  prj  looks  for  a 
neg.  answer,  but  it  may  also  convey  an  insinuation  that  in  spite  of 
the  expected  denial  the  facts  really  would  justify  an  affirmative 
answer."  There  is  no  intimation  of  the  limitations  of  both  p:q  and 
apa  prj.  On  apa  prj  in  Memorabilia  11,6,  34  Winans  has  nothing  to 
say;  on  IV, 2,  10  he  refersto  the  grammars  of  Goodwin  and  Hadley; 
and  on  pr^  in  IV,  2,  12  to  Goodwin's  Moods  and  Tenses  46  n.  4, 

1  My  attention  was  first  directed  to  this  subject  by  Dr.  C.  W.  E.  Miller, 
who  pointed  out  to  me  the  rare  use  of  p^  {apa  pi])  as  an  interrogative 
particle  in  Classical  Greek,  and  told  me  that  as  the  result  of  observations 
in  this  direction  he  felt  certain  that,  with  the  exception  of  perhaps  a  solitary 
example  in  Demosthenes,  the  construction  was  not  found  in  the  Attic 
orators,  and  that  Plato  was  about  the  only  prose  writer  that  employed  it  to 
any  noteworthy  extent. — J.  E.  H. 
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where,  he  remarks,  "  another  interpretation  is  given,  however, 
reading  hvva\xat.  with  Kiihn.  and  several  MSS."  But  Goodwin 
reads  hvvu>y.in  in  the  edition  of  1890  (268). 

With  the  exception  of  three  examples  in  Xenophon,  apa  ixr)  does 
not  occur  in  prose  outside  of  Plato  ;  and  in  the  2442  pages  of 
the  extant  works  of  this  author  (Teubner  text)  only  ten  examples 
of  the  construction  are  found,  two  of  these  being  in  spurious 
dialogues  (Anterastae  and  De  Virtute).  The  Phaedo  contains 
three  of  the  remainder;  two  of  these  may  be  counted  as  one — 
64  C,  where  apa  fxtf  aWo  ri  Tj  is  used  and  then  repeated  in  toto  in 
resuming  the  question  ;  the  third  is  found  in  103  C.  The  remain- 
ing five  are  distributed  as  follows:  Crito  44  E,  Parmenides  163  C, 
Charmides  174  A,  Lysis  213  D,  Republic  405  A.  The  indicative 
is  used  in  all  the  examples  except  the  second  one  of  Phaedo  64  C, 
which  has  the  subjunctive,  like  the  examples  of  simple  ^t]  in 
cautious  questions.' 

The  frequency  of  occurrence  of  the  interrogative  particle  apa, 
alone  and  combined  with  oh,  ye,  olv  and  /i?/,  in  the  dialogues  of 
Plato  may  be  seen  from  the  following  conspectus  : 
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'  Goodwin  (M  T  26S)  and  Weber  cite  all  the  examples  except  Cratylus 
429  C  fi^  yap  ov6e  tovto  aii  y,  to  tovtov  cpdvai.  ''Epfioyii'/)  elvac,  el  /u?/  Iotlv  ; 

2  a/)'  ovv  ov  (14  D)  is  counted  twice.  Hence  the  apparent  mistake  in  the 
total  column.     So  also  in  Leges  and  De  Virtute. 
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It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  apa,  ap'  ovv  and  ap'  ov  nearly 
balance  each  other ;  there  are  nearly  twice  as  many  examples  of 
apa  as  of  ap  ov,  and  only  one  out  of  every  hundred  of  the  apa's  is 
followed  by  prj. 

There  are  104  examples  of  apa  in  the  orators  (including  both 
genuine  and  spurious  speeches).  Of  these  22  are  followed  by  ov. 
'Apd  yi  appears  17  times  and  ap'  ovv  23.  Demosthenes  has  a 
greater  number  of  Spa's  than  all  the  others  together  (64);  half  of 
them  are  found  in  orations  XVIII-XXIV ;  and  ten  are  followed 
by  ov.  There  is  little  variation  in  the  figures  for  the  rest  of  the 
orators  (except  Antiphon,  in  whom  the  particle  does  not  occur), 
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Andocides  having  two  examples  (both  without  oi),  Lysias  seven 
(one  negative),  Isocrates  five  (one  neg.),  Isaeus  five  (one  neg.), 
Lycurgus  six  (three  negatives),  Aeschines  five  (one  neg.), 
Hyperides  four  (all  neg.),  Dinarchus  four  (no  negatives). 

In  the  historians  Tupa  hardly  makes  its  appearance — twice  in 
Herodotus  (Tipa  III,  50;  ap  oi  IX,  27)  and  only  once  in  Thucyd- 
ides  (I,  75,  I,  where  apa  =  ap'  ov,  as  in  Sophocles,  O.  C.  753,  780, 
Aristophanes,  Birds  797). 

Xenophon  has  90  examples  of  apa  [36  of  simple  apa,  15  of  up'  ov, 
2  of  ipa  p.r),  26  of  ap*  ovt>  (including  one  ap'  ovv  .  .  .  pij),  and  1 1  of  apd 
yf].  More  than  half  of  these  (48)  occur  in  the  Memorabilia.  The 
rest  appear  as  follows:  Anab.  4,  Cyropaed.  18,  Hellen.  i,  minor 
works  19.  Of  the  15  examples  of  ap'  ov,  eight  belong  to  the 
Memorabilia,  three  to  the  Anabasis,  one  to  the  Cyropaedia  and 
three  to  the  minor  works.  Ten  examples  of  the  combination  ap'  av 
(followed  by  the  optative)  are  found  in  the  Cyropaedia  alone. 
The  references  for  the  three  instances  of  apa  p^  are  Mem.  II,  6, 
34;  IV,  2,  10;  and  Anab.  VII,  6,  5. 

Interrogative  ^lr]  occurs  neither  in  the  orators '  nor  in  the  his- 
torians. Even  poiv,  which  is  commoner  in  Plato  than  p^  and  must 
be  regarded  as  differing  from  prj  ovt>  (pS:v  pi),  pav  ov  and  pSiv  ovv  are 
not  rare),  does  not  appear  in  the  orators,  historians  or  Xenophon. 

There  are  twenty-four  examples  of  prj  interrogative  in  Plato. 
Of  these  the  greatest  number  is  in  the  Republic  (6);  the  Protag- 
oras comes  next  with  five;  two  each  are  found  in  Euthydemus, 
Gorgias,  Meno,  and  Apology ;  one  each  in  Phaedo  and  Hippias 
Major,  and  three  in  the  Theaetetus  (not  counting  the  repetition 
m  146  E).  In  Meno  89  C  (/xi)  tovto  ov  koXQis  o^poXoyrja-apevf)  ov  and 
Ka\S>s  coalesce,  as  does  ov  and  ToiavTrjv  in   Protagoras  312  A  /xi)  ou 

ToiavTT]v    vTToXap^di^eis    (tov    rrjv     pddrja-iv     eVetr^at ;      (which,     however, 

Goodwin  considers  declarative).  Over  against  these  24  examples 
of  p^  there  are  83  instances  of  pcbv,  which  include  28  occurrences 
of  ptov  ov,  5  of  pa)v  prj,  and  18  of  pcov  ovv,  this  last  embracing  8 
instances  of  pav  ovv  ov. 

1  There  is  an  example  of  pfj  with  the  past  indie,  in  Dem.  XX,  160  (n ;  p^ 
Kal  TO,  peXTiOVT'  ideig ;),  but  the  passage  is  possibly  corrupt.  The  form  of  the 
rhetorical  vno<popd  immediately  following  indicates  that  the  preceding 
question  was  not  put  as  it  appears  in  our  MSS.  Many  readings  suggest 
themselves,  e.  g.  ri  del  Kal  to  /zeA/lovr'  ^yd??  ; 
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All  the  questions  introduced  by  fir]  in  Xenophon  occur  in 
Memorabilia  IV,  2,  10  (except  one  in  III,  11,  4  /xi)  x«tpoTex»'ni  "veV;), 
and  the  four  found  here  are  merely  a  continuation  of  Socrates' 

question  'Apa  /jlt]  larpos   (SC.   ^ovXd,  Or   iniOvfius,  yeveadai)  ',        ficov,  aS 

has  been  stated  above,  does  not  occur  in  Xenophon. 

So  much  for  the  classical  prose  writers.  Let  us  now  direct 
our  attention  to  the  poets.  Though  apa  fir]  is,  as  we  have  seen, 
rare  in  prose,  it  is  still  rarer  in  poetry,  there  being  only  three 
examples  in  the  whole  range  of  epic,  lyric  and  dramatic 
literature.  No  instance  can  be  cited  from  Homer ;  none  from  the 
melic  poets ;  none  from  Aristophanes.  It  appears  twice  in 
Sophocles  (El.  446,  Ant.  632)  and  once  in  Aeschylus  (Septem 
208}.  As  for  ap'  ov,  Aeschylus  has  not  a  single  example,  Sophocles 
but  three,  Euripides  five,  whereas  Plato  has  360.  Simple  apa 
occurs  ten  times  in  Aeschylus  ;  there  are  38  examples  in  Sophocles 
and  52  in  Euripides — ^just  100  in  all.  There  are  48  apa's  (seven 
of  these  followed  by  oi)  in  Aristophanes,  but,  as  has  been  stated, 
not  a  single  apa  firj. 

Simple  fir]  (without  a  preceding  interrogative  particle)  is  not 
found  before  Aeschylus,  and  in  all  the  tragic  poets  occurs  but 
six  times,  four  of  these  being  in  Aeschylus  (P.  V.  247,  959,  Pers. 
344,  Suppl.  295),  one  in  Sophocles  (Trach.  316),"  one  in  Euripides 
(Hipp.  799}.  In  Aristophanes  there  is  but  one  example,  and  that 
is  found   in   the  brogue  of  the   Scythian  archer  (Thesm.  11 14 

(7K€'v|/'ot    TO  KvaTo'  fiT]   Tt.   fiiKTov    TvaiviTai]),       The    compound    pSiv,    on 

the  other  hand,  (used  only  by  the  Attic  writers),  can  not  be 
classed  with  pr],  for,  although  it  is  not  employed  by  any  prose 
writer  except  Plato,  the  particle  occurs  frequently  in  comedy  (27 
examples  in  Aristophanes)  as  well  as  in  tragedy  (41  examples). 
The  fact  that  p^v  occurs  33  times  in  Euripides  and  only  five  and 
three  times  in  Sophocles  and  Aeschylus  respectively  (together 
with  its  use  in  comedy  and  its  absence  from  the  orators  and  histo- 
rians) seems  to  indicate  that  it  belongs  to  the  sermo  familiaris. 

^There  is  another  example  in  the  Oeconomicus  (XII,  i  pi]  ae  KaraKuXvu 
aniivai  t/St/  (SovMpevov;).  This  may,  however,  be  taken  as  a  hortatory  sub- 
junctive, and  so  Holden  explains  (although  in  his  text  the  sentence  is 
interrogative), translating  "let  me  not  detain  you,"  and  referring  to  Goodwin 
253  (1344).  Kiihner  and  Dindorf  regard  the  sentence  as  a  question.  In 
Mem.  IV,  2,  12  //^  ovv  .  .  .  ov  dhvupai  kte.  the  mood  is  the  subjunctive. 

*  The  verb  in  this  passage  is  unexpressed. 
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MoJi-  oZv  is  found  twice  in  Aeschylus  and  once  in  Euripides ;  /uoic  oi 
occurs  but  twice  in  the  tragic  poets  (Eur.  Med.  733,  Troad.  714), 
^a>f  \ii]  not  at  all. 

The  interrogative  7  occurs,  of  course,  much  more  frequently 
in  the  tragic  poets  than  in  prose  (25  times  in  Aeschylus,  61  times 
in  Sophocles,  and  74  times  in  Euripides).  Aristophanes  again 
comes  near  the  prose  norm  with  hardly  a  dozen  examples. 

If  I  can  trust  to  a  rapid  reading  of  Aristotle,  neither  /nij  nor  Spa 
\i{]  appears  in  his  writings.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Callimachus, 
Apollonius  Rhodius,  Lycophron,  Theocritus,  Bion,  Moschus, 
Polybius,  and  Diodorus  Siculus  (2043  Teubner  pages).^ 

In  Theophrastus  apa  1x1)  does  not  occur  at  all  and  fir]  is  found 
but  once,and  that  in  one  of  the  Characters  (iTept  AoyoTron'af),  where 
the  author  is  giving  a  sample  of  ordinary  small  talk,  and  puts 
in  the  mouth  of  his  character  the  words  /ji)  X/yeTai  Kaworepov;  Im- 
mediately thereafter  Foss  would  read  /xi)  ayaOa  -ye  eVn  to.  Xcyd^emr 
but  the  MSS  have  koi  nfjv  instead  of  fxf). 

Yet  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  in  the  whole  domain  of  Greek  liter- 
ature, from  Homer  down  to  the  time  of  Christ,  a  period  of  one 
thousand  years,  apa  fir)  appears  but  three  times  in  poetry  and 
II  (13)  times  in  prose,  a  celebrated  scholar  (Blaydes)  desires 
to  emend  a  perfectly  intelligible  sentence  in  Sophocles  apa  fiov 

pepurja-Be;  (O.  T.  I401)  SO  aS  to  read  apa  prj  fiefivrjade; 

When  we  come  to  the  New  Testament  we  have  a  different  story 
to  tell :  pr]  in  questions  is  common — eight  times  in  Matthew,  four 
in  Mark,  six  in  Luke,  twenty-one  in  John,  four  in  James,  eight  in 
Romans,  fourteen  in  I  Corinthians  and  four  in  II  Corinthians. 
All  of  these  are  with  the  indicative.  The  sum  total,  then,  of  ques- 
tions with  p>]  in  the  New  Testament  is  sixty-nine,  a  greater  number 
than  in  all  the  prose  and  poetry  of  the  ten  centuries  preceding. 

All  the  examples  of /x^  in  the  New  Testament  are  found  in  eight 
books,  the  four  gospels  containing  more  than  half  of  the  whole 
number  (39).  About  one-third  of  the  number  (21)  are  in  John 
alone.     In  about  one-half  of  the  cases  (32)  the  verb  is  one  of  the 

^Not  unlike  the  behavior  of  apa  pr/  is  that  of  aA/lo  ti  and  d/l/lo  ri  t].  These 
phrases  do  not  appear  to  any  extent  outside  of  Plato.  There  is  not  a  single 
example  in  the  orators  except  Lysias  (two  instances  only,  one  of  these  in 
a  genuine  speech  and  supporting  the  thesis  that  the  phrase  belongs  to  the 
language  of  everyday  life,  the  other  in  a  spurious  speech)  and  the  un- 
rhetorical  orator,  Andocides. 
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three  that  are  most  common  in  the  speech  of  everyday  life  {be, 
can,  have).  An  even  dozen  of  the  py's  appear  in  the  form  oi  fir]  n. 
The  double  negative  /n^  ov  is  found  in  Romans  x,  18.  The  nega- 
tive oi;;(i  is  very  frequently  the  introductory  word  of  a  sentence; 
and  apa  yt   is  found  in  Acts  viii,  30. 

The  behavior  of  the  particles  in  later  Greek  is  similar  to  their 
conduct  in  the  pre-Christian  period.  Dionysius  of  Halicarnassus, 
who  sought  to  revive  a  true  standard  of  Attic  prose,  has  not  a 
single  example  of  either.  In  Plutarch  (3670  pages  in  the  Teubner 
text)  apa  firj  does  not  occur  (though  apa  alone  does),  /xtj  only  once, 
Alexander  XXVIII  /uij  n  av  toiovtov  6  tov  Atos; 

In  the  sophist  Dio  Chrysostomus  we  find  two  examples  of  apa  pi) 

and  six  of  pt]  :  XXXII  (683  R)  apa  yf  pr]  Aaiadaipoviovi  pipdade  ',  LVII 
(296  R.)  apa  pri  a\a(6vn  mnoirjKi  tov  Nearopa',  IX  (294  R)  M"?  ovv 
Oavpd^ovfTiv  aiiTov',  X  (306  R)  prj  yap  eadvos  iXvcre  to  aiviypa',  XIV 
(43^  R)  M  ^^^  ^^  4>V^  f'Xfvdepov  (ivai  tov  av8pa  tovtov  ;  XXX  (54^  ^) 
aWa  pt]  rt  iipas  eXi/rrei',  XXXII  (676  R)  pf)  ra  wra  erra\r]\inTai  T<bv 
e'/ce?;    LVIII  (^^01  R)  pf]  nvv  avros  yf  aipei', 

Even  Lucian,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  wrote  the  best  Attic 
prose  that  had  been  written  for  four  hundred  years,  is  not  fault- 
less. He  uses  prj  for  ov;  but  this  should  not  surprise  us,  as  he  was 
a  man  free  from  affectation  and  would  naturally  use  the  language 
as  it  was  spoken,  so  far  as  he  could  without  being  rude."  But 
Lucian  is  not  fonder  of  the  pr)  construction  in  questions  than  Dio 
Chrysostomus,  and  in  the  1301  pages  of  the  Teubner  edition  not  a 
single  example  of  opa  pr]  can  be  found,  pi]  occurs  only  eight 
(really   seven)   times,   as    follows :   ^17  ovfipav  inoKpiTas  npas  Ijpas 

vneiXT]<l){v',  {''Evvrrviop  I,  22  R.),  'AXXa  pfj  oveipos  Ka\  Tavra  (oriv',  {"Ovdpos 
II,  706),  av  8e  pf]  Ka\  tov  ScoKpariji/  aiiTov  (cat  tov  TlXdTwva  ftSec  eV  toIs 
VfKpols',  (^i\o\l/fv8r]s  III,  52),  AXXa  pf]  E,ppa(f)p68iTos  fi',  ...  pf]  ovv  Kai 
(TV  toiovtov  Ti  TTfTTOvdas  ',  ('EraiptKoi  Aoyoi  III,  291),  pr]  ti  tov  7rai8oTpi^r]v 
AioTipov  \tyeis',  (Ibid.  305))    M"?  ■""'  8if]papT(s  ^aXwv',    (^ev8oao(f)icrTf]s   III, 

571),  and  one  in  the  Pseudo-Lucianic  dialogue  ^iXonarpLs  (111,597), 
pf]  Tf]v  TfTpaKTvv  (pis  Tf]v  iivdayopov ',  The  particles  paiv,  I'lpa  and  up' 
ovv  are  found  occasionally. 

'  Dindorf  brackets  the  passage  in  which  apa  py  with  the  subjunctive 
occurs  (XXVI,  524  R).  Dio  does  not  write  as  good  Attic  as  Niebuhr 
would  have  us  believe.     See  Amer.  Journ.  of  Philol.  I,  48,  50,  53,  57. 

-See  A.  J.  P.  I,  47. 
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Of  the  writers  of  the  third  century  A.  D.  I  selected  Plotinus 
and  Philostratus  for  investigation.  The  chief  representative 
of  Neo-Platonism  uses  ^ipa,  2/ja  ye  and  Tip  oi,  but  never  hi)  or  apa 
pi).  In  Philostratus  are  found  pav,  Tipa,  ap'  ov  and  ^  ;  and  two  ex- 
amples of  pi'j :    Ap.  V,  33  pi)  pfi^ov  Ti  TOVTCOp;    V,  34  pr/  n  TOIS  (IpTJpfVOlS 

npo<TTidi)s;  In  the  thirty-ninth  epistle  another  question  (MjjSf  ypdcf^ttv 
(f)vyd8a  avi^jj;}  might  be  added  to  the  number. 
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